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INSTALLATION MANUAL - MONDOSTEP-S

Installers are required to be experienced with resilient rubber stair treads and matching landing tiles and must apply sound judgement 
for a high-quality installation. For any areas of doubt, please contact the Technical Department at Mondo America, Inc. 

(United States 1-800-361-3747 • Canada 1-800-663-8138).

GENERAL INFORMATION

•	 Flooring installation will not commence until the building is enclosed and all other trades have completed their work and 
job site testing and subfloor preparations are finished. Site conditions must comply with relevant building codes and local, state 
and national regulations. 

•	 Suitable subfloors to received Mondostep-S Stair Treads shall be made of properly prepared concrete, wood, and metal 
subfloors. 

•	 Mondostep-S Stair treads are stair nosing, tread and riser in one full piece.   

•	 Only use recommended adhesive/tape. Use of cut back adhesive may result in the aesthetic destruction of the Mondostep-S. 

•	 Do not install over other resilient or soft surfaces. 

•	 Mondostep-S may only be installed in interior heated spaces. 

•	 Allow all Mondostep-S, matching landing tiles or sheet goods, adhesive and other accessories to acclimate to in-service 
conditions a minimum of 24 hours prior to their use/installation.

•	 Do not store Mondostep-S by stacking them on top of one another.  Do not store boxes by standing them up walls or other 
surfaces as this may cause damage to the stair tread. 

•	 Before you proceed with the installation, verify that all product, adhesives and accessories received are what was 
specified for the project (verify physical characteristics such as type, color, thickness, format, dimensions, etc.). Prior to 
installation, ensure resilient flooring products are free of apparent defects/imperfections or color variations.  Report any visible 
defects via email at claims@mondousa.com. 

        WARNING: NO CLAIMS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE RESILIENT FLOORING HAS BEEN CUT 
      AND/OR INSTALLED.

SURFACE PREPARATION

General

•	 GC to maintain stable room and base temperatures prior to moisture testing and resilient flooring installation, during the 
installation, as well as a minimum of 48 hours after the resilient flooring has been completely installed. Recommended ambient 
temperature range is between 65oF and 86oF (18oC and 30oC) and recommended ambient humidity control level should be 
between 35-55%. Surface temperature shall be between 64-72oF during installation and curing time. Ensure HVAC unit is 
operational for controlled temperature and humidity, for the purpose of accurate moisture testing results and stable 
ambient conditions during installation.

•	 Optimum site conditions must be obtained before installation, which includes proper ventilation and lighting.



CONCRETE

Ensure that all depressions, cracks and holes are filled in with a cementitious patching compound. Concrete slab must be free of 
any hydrostatic pressure and/or other types of moisture-related problems. Moisture and alkalinity tests must be performed on 
all concrete slabs, under in-service conditions (HVAC must be operational for at least 7 days prior to testing). Ensure a 
concrete surface pH range of 7 to 10; readings below 7 and in excess of 10 have been known to affect some adhesives. When 
testing concrete moisture vapor emissions (ASTM F1869) or relative humidity (ASTM F2170), ensure individual results do not exceed 
the specified adhesive’s tolerance. Refer to selected adhesive’s technical data sheet. WARNING: Moisture tests will help confirm 
whether a concrete slab is dry enough to proceed with the resilient flooring installation, but it does not mean the slab will 
always remain dry. Mondo will not guarantee the adhesion of any of its resilient flooring products to a concrete slab with 
relative humidity or moisture vapor emissions rates exceeding the tolerance of the specified adhesive.

WOOD

Wooden steps need to be secured with nails or screws and sanded flat. A cementitious patching compound should be used to 
ensure that no irregularities are telegraphed to the surface of the installed stair tread including depressions and cracks. All steps 
must be clean and dry before installation, removing any old adhesives by mechanical means only. Repairs to broken, worn or uneven 
edges will be required before installation.

METAL

Use of Mondo’s two-part polyurethane adhesive, PU-300 is required for installation on metal or steel stairs and landing areas.  Prior 
to installation, all contaminants, including but not limited to adhesive, rust, sealers and coatings must be removed mechanically via 
sandblasting or rigorous wire brush. 

ADHESIVE

Mondo PU-300:  Two-component polyurethane adhesive.   
•	 85% RH 
•	 pH – 7 to 10
•	 Trowel: 1/16” wide * 1/16” deep * 1/16” square notch trowel 
•	 Uses: Metal/Steel/Non-Porous Concrete/Wood

Mondo MP-1000: One-part acrylic adhesive. 
•	 85% RH 
•	 pH – 7 to 10
•	 Trowel: 1/16” wide * 1/16” deep * 1/16” square notch trowel 
•	 Uses: Porous Concrete/Wood 
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DOUBLE-SIDED TAPE
•	 Requires heavy-duty, double-sided acrylic tape with fiberglass scrim, compatible with rubber stair treads and risers, such 

as Premier Grip™ or Roberts Max Grip®. For suitability, recommendations, and use, please refer to the selected product 
manufacturer’s current published product documentation.  Use only with Stair Treads only, not for use with landing tiles or sheet 
products. 

•	 Ensure that the stair has been completely cleaned down to bare concrete, wood or metal/steel by mechanical measures. 
•	 Use 1” wide roll for the stair tread nose, 6” wide rolls for the step and the riser. Use 2-6” wide strips for step area and 1-6” strips 

for the riser.

INSTALLATION

•	 Stair tread, riser, and skirting/stringer must be scribed and/or measured on each step and trimmed to fit each step and dry laid 
on each step prior to installing. Leave a 1/16” (1.6mm) gap at either side of the tread to allow for some expansion against the 
stringer.

•	 IT IS THE INSTALLERS RESPONSIBILITY TO INSPECT THE DRY LAID INSTALLATION AND NOTIFY THE APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITY OF ANY IMPERFECTION, OR IRREGULARITIES PRIOR TO FINAL ADHESIVE INSTALLATION

INSTALLATION – Stringer / Skirting

•	 If stringer/skirting are required, they must be installed first.
•	 Make a template of cardboard or other suitable material, measuring the height and depth of each step, and transferring that 

data to your template.
•	 Rough cut the template, set in place and then trim to form a snug fit to the stairwell.
•	 Lay the template over the stinger/skirting and transfer the pattern using an awl.
•	 Cut the stringer/skirting material and check the fit. Trim to form a snug.
•	 If the wall is porous, use MP-1000 adhesive.
•	 If the wall is non-porous, use PU-300 or double-sided tape. 
•	 Roll with the hand roller to insure good adhesive contact/transfer.

INSTALLATION – Mondostep-S

•	 If necessary, should be installing over a rounded nose, using an epoxy caulking gun or knife, place an adequate of two-part 
Nose Filler into the nose of the stair tread. Completely fill the void between the stair step and stair tread nose. Insufficient 
application of the Nose Filler can result in nose cracking and breaking once the stair treads are subjected to commercial traffic.

•	 Be sure to keep the adhesive used for the installation back about ½” from the area you applied the two-part Nose Filler. This will 
prevent interference between the two adhesives.

•	 Spread adhesive on the tread and riser. Use Mondo’s MP-1000 on the riser, if substrate is porous, otherwise use Mondo’s PU-
300. If using tape, then lay the 1” (25.4mm) wide strip on the nose (leaving the peel-paper in place) and the 6” (0.15m) strips 
across the step (leaving peel-paper in place), until it is covered. Apply 2 pieces of 6” wide tape to the stair step and one 6” wide 
tape to the riser. Overlapping the pieces of tape or leaving a slight gap between the tape is acceptable. This depends on the 
stair step depth and the height of the riser.
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•	 For Mondo’s MP-1000 remember to test for porosity, and use adhesive according to whether subfloor is porous. If porous, let 
adhesive sit for 5-10 minutes, then lay into it wet. If non-porous, let the adhesive dry to the state where nothing comes off on 
your finger from touching it. At that point, start installing, you have 45 minutes to work. Only apply enough adhesive to allow 
for 45 minutes of application. If you allow the dry-state to sit open longer than 45 minutes, you lose bond-strength and prevent 
adhesive transfer between the step and the stair tread.

•	 Position and place tread onto step, starting at the nose, and pushing back and pressing down until it is all in place. Roll tread 
and riser immediately after application with the hand roller to ensure good adhesion. If using the tape, peel the paper from the 
nose and set your nose first, while holding back the rest of the tread. Peel the paper off strips as you lay the tread back into place 
from the nose, being careful to keep the tread in proper position. Roll immediately with the hand roller. Make sure that each tread 
is fit tight to the nose and is adhered to the nose. Once the installation is complete, roll the treads again, firmly.

	 CAUTION: Cleanup any excess adhesive on the flooring surface while it is wet with water, or rubbing alcohol, and a rag. 
	 Do not allow it to harden, it cannot be cleaned or removed without damage to the stair treads, if hardened.

COMPLETION

•	 Ensure that all areas are securely bonded. Weight any areas where required to ensure proper bonding on seams, edges, or any 
potential problem area.

•	 Keep traffic off for at least 12 hours, and do not allow heavy foot traffic for a minimum of 24 hours.
•	 No heavy equipment or rolling loads for 72 hours.
•	 Do not perform maintenance for 72 hours. (Utilize minimal wet cleaning for 5 days).
•	 Protect from other trades by covering until construction is complete.
•	 Maintain 65°- 86°F for the life of the flooring or stair system product.

DISCLAIMER

These instructions conform to commonly accepted techniques for the installation of resilient flooring, including installation 
and use of Mondo’s contract rubber flooring. However, Mondo will not accept any liability whatsoever for any incorrect 
implementation of these instructions nor for any failure of equipment, moisture mitigation products, patching and/or leveling 
compounds, adhesives or any other product not manufactured by Mondo that may be referenced in these instructions, nor 
for any adverse handling, climatic or environmental conditions that may affect the installation and/or the performance of 
flooring products.

The above installation recommendations are provided for general guidance only. Mondo assumes no responsibility neither for actual 
work performed nor for loss or damage that may result from the use of this information due to variations of processing or working 
conditions outside of our control. Users are advised to confirm suitability of conditions and products by performing their own tests 
and verifications.

Mondo’s standard warranty only extends to the quality and performance of its manufactured flooring products.

WARNING: Should you have any concerns or be unsure about installation conditions or procedures, please consult Mondo’s 
Technical Department:
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